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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

THE CASE FOR LIFE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. PENCE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise at 
the end of a week of activity here on 
Capitol Hill to do nothing less than to 
begin a process and an effort that I 
hope will be a part of the fabric of my 
career for however long I have the 
privilege of serving in the United 
States House of Representatives. 

I rise very simply, Mr. Speaker, to 
make the case for life; to make the ar-
guments, philosophical, intellectual, 
moral and historical, on this blue and 
gold carpet, on a regular basis, for the 
sanctity of human life. 

My inspiration, oddly enough, Mr. 
Speaker, for this series, was just men-
tioned by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN) in his remarks imme-
diately preceding mine. It is almost un-
canny to me to have heard it. For my 
inspiration in rising today on the 
House floor is none other than a former 
Member of this body who served as a 
Member of Congress from 1827 until his 
death in 1848. 

Prior to being a Member of the House 
of Representatives, John Quincy 
Adams was President of the United 
States, and his father President before 
him. But, remarkably, after one term 
in Congress, John Quincy Adams felt 
compelled, Mr. Speaker, to be elected 
to Congress from the State of Massa-
chusetts and to come to this place. And 
more than any other purpose, it is 
clear as one studies his speeches and 
pronouncements on this floor, that he 
was a man deeply committed to the 
abolition of slavery in America. 

Just as the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) reflected, it is reported that of-
tentimes on a weekly basis or more 
throughout the nearly 20 years that 
John Quincy Adams served as a Mem-
ber of this Congress, in a Chamber, as 
you know, Mr. Speaker, just down the 
hall, the great, grand old man and 
former President would come, history 
records, and bring his papers with him 
and make the moral and the intellec-
tual and the historical and even the 
Biblical case against slavery in Amer-
ica. 

We are even told that some of his col-
leagues at the time during the course 
of those two decades actually tried to 
change the procedural rules of the 
House, because they thought it rather 
impolitic to have old Mr. Adams com-
ing down and bringing up that difficult 
issue again. But he did it, and he did it 

well, and he did it without apology. 
And as I rise today to begin what I 
hope for however many years I serve in 
Congress to be a series on the case for 
life, I am inspired and magnetized by 
John Quincy Adams. 

Now, many may say that John Quin-
cy Adams, who perished, we are told, in 
the midst of a session of Congress, fell 
over backwards in his Chair, was car-
ried into a waiting room where he died 
the next day, some may say that his 
death in 1848, long before slavery would 
vanish from this continent, proved that 
he had failed in his endeavor. 

But God works in mysterious ways, 
Mr. Speaker, and I cannot help but feel 
to this day that at some time from 
heaven John Quincy Adams smiled 
down when he realized that on the back 
row of the Congress in which he gave 
those lectures arrived in the year 1847 
a tall, lanky man from the State of Il-
linois who served for one term in Con-
gress, and Abraham Lincoln would 
later reflect that the speeches on the 
abolition of slavery that he heard from 
the great man John Quincy Adams 
deeply impacted his thinking and his 
life. And when Abraham Lincoln would 
then run for the Senate in Illinois and 
lose, and then be propelled on that 
same issue to the Presidency, he, no 
doubt, as is all of our posterity, was in 
debt to the rantings of that old man. 

And here is hoping that my rantings 
may cast seeds, somewhere, Mr. Speak-
er, whether in this Chamber or through 
the means whereby people observe 
what we do here, that some might re-
flect on the principles that we share 
over the course of this series on the 
case for life and be inspired by it, be-
cause it matters. 

Despite the fact that ever since Roe 
v. Wade became law in 1973 America 
has looked across the street to the U.S. 
Supreme Court to define this business 
of the rightness and the legality of 
abortion, and despite the fact that, 
frankly, even in this Congress we pay 
scant attention to the issue, it, never-
theless, is a colossal issue about which 
our Nation must attend, for one reason 
and one reason only: 1.6 million abor-
tions are performed in the United 
States each year. Ninety-one percent 
are performed during the first tri-
mester, twelve or fewer weeks gesta-
tion. Nine percent are performed in the 
second trimester. 

Approximately 1.5 million U.S. 
women with unwanted pregnancies 
choose abortion every year, and most 
are under the age of 25 years and un-
married. And as psychologists across 
America now reflect, post-abortion 
stress syndrome, which seems to vi-
ciously take hold of women at or 
around the age of menopause, where in 
many cases women are led into therapy 
because of a deep sense of remorse 
about decisions they made decades be-
fore, it is a decision that those 1.5 mil-
lion women make not just for that day, 
but for many, Mr. Speaker, a decision 
that colors much of the rest of their 
life. 

Approximately 6 million women in 
the United States become pregnant 
every year. About half of those preg-
nancies are unintended, and 1.5 million 
elect to terminate them with legal 
abortion.
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Each year, more than 1 million U.S. 
teenagers become pregnant, and the 
teen pregnancy rate has moved in the 
last 30 years to truly startling statis-
tics. Eighty percent of women having 
abortions are single, 60 percent are 
white, 35 percent are black, 82 percent 
of women having abortions are unmar-
ried or separated, and almost half, this 
is almost incomprehensible to me, but 
statistics from Planned Parenthood’s 
National Center for Health Statistics 
suggest that almost half of American 
women, 43 percent, will have an abor-
tion sometime in their life. Yet, we 
rarely talk about it here. A procedure 
of deep physical and emotional and 
moral and perhaps even spiritual con-
sequences reflected on through the mil-
lennia is scarcely talked about in the 
center of the most powerful govern-
ment on Earth. 

Today I would like to speak, if I may, 
about a few of the historical aspects of 
the case for life. Oftentimes, when I am 
standing before groups of young people, 
I will say, rather obliquely, that for 
roughly 3,000 years in Western Civiliza-
tion, until 1973, it was the unanimous 
position of medical ethicists through-
out Western Civilization that abortion 
was immoral and unethical. And I am 
always amazed at the startled look on 
children’s faces. Because, of course, 
every student that I see in a classroom 
was born in the post Roe v. Wade 
America where abortion is a settled 
fact. It is a settled legal reality. But to 
begin with the realization that for 3 
millennia through, if I can use the 
word, through the gestation of Western 
Civilization, there was, as Mother Te-
resa often reflected, that core principle 
that human life is sacred. Often re-
jected, even by nations and peoples in 
the midst of our civilization, neverthe-
less, the sanctity of human life rises 
out of the march of our civilization, al-
most like no other. 

We all are familiar with the founding 
documents of this Nation that speak of 
certain unalienable rights endowed by 
our Creator, and among them are life. 
It is an astounding thing to consider. 
But what did our Founders think of 
when they thought of life? They were 
men who reflected on the ancients; 
they reflected on history. The Found-
ers of this Nation, some of whom are 
remembered on the walls and carved in 
stone throughout this building, were 
truly learned men. So it is important 
when we think about a reference to the 
unalienable right to life, what did our 
Founders think about when they said 
life? What did they think of as human 
life? In the context of our common law 
and in the context of the history of the 
ancients or the Middle Ages, or even 
the early church fathers who so deeply 
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